
 

By Bill Goodwin 
 Principal  

St Mary’s Primary School. 

The Catholic Parish of  Bundaberg respectfully acknowledges the Taribelang Bunda, Gooreng Gooreng, Gurang,  and Bailai Peoples as 
the Traditional Custodians of the country in which we live. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

I think that not only myself, but many people puzzle over 
this excerpt from the Gospel according to Luke, because 
we’re quite unhappy to hear Jesus saying what seems to us 
to be such harsh things. 

From the beginning remember now that it is Luke, Paul’s 
friend, and it was Paul who converted him, the only Gentile 
to be writing the sacred word of scripture in the Old and 
New Testament, Luke. 

He begins this episode, by saying, “Jesus now passes 
through towns and villages, teaching as he went and 
making his way to Jerusalem.” 

Then someone in the crowd says, “Lord, how many people 
are going to be saved? Who’s going to go to heaven? Who’s 
going to go to hell? Can you tell us now?” 

That’s why Jesus is angry. He has just finished telling them 
what it’s all about. It has nothing to do with the next life. It 
has everything to do with this life. He has walked, and he’s 
walking and teaching and preaching, and he is going to 
Jerusalem, and he will suffer, and he will die, and he will rise 
from the dead. That’s the whole message. 

 Jesus is saying, “Follow me and I will show you how you can 
heal them and help them and bring them to a life they never 
dreamed of.” 

So, he’s rather harsh. 
 

Then he says, “Enter by the narrow gate.” Enter by the 
narrow gate. 

It sounds like just a few people are going to be saved, you 
know, the narrow gate. 
 

Yet look at us. We all entered this church through the 
narrow gate. 

We entered this church through the narrow gate because 
we wanted to come into this church and be in this church 
and today participate in this ritual of God’s love and care 
and Jesus’ salvation. 
 

It means you must focus your heart and focus your 
attention and then you come through the narrow gate into 
a very large and lovely church, and we break bread together 

and sing songs and become the people of God. 
 

That’s what the narrow gate is. You must maintain your 
focus. You must know where you’re going, where you want 
to go. Our focus is to open our hearts and see the call of 
Jesus and walk in the way He tells us to walk. 
 

He’s in our hearts, even when we’re running all over the 
place unfocused, no attention, not caring, and then blaming 
everybody around us for the unhappiness of our lives. 

I’m going to end with this very short story I want you to 
imagine. It’s a story of a vagrant, an alcoholic, who was 
sitting outside our church. 

 He smells a bit, he’s not acceptable to the community, he’s 
left there. He’s quite disappointed, because every time he 
wants to walk in, one of the big guys pushes him out onto 
the steps. Then suddenly, another little old vagrant comes 
and sits next to him, and he says, “What’s wrong with you? 
He says, “I’ve been trying to get into this church, but they 
won’t let me in. I feel terrible, I’m being rejected. The other 
little vagrant says, “Don’t feel bad, they’ve rejected me 
too.”  The other vagrant says, “Well, who are you?” 

He says, “I’m Jesus Christ. They reject me all the time.” 
 

This story has got a great truth to it. 

The truth is that the Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus came to 
preach is already in your own heart. You don’t have to go 
running around reading theology books and doing all… 
 

The Kingdom of God is in your own heart, and you must pay 
attention to it. 

The voice in your heart is your conscience and the voice of 
your heart is saying, “Focus!” Walk the way that He tells you 
to walk and you will find love and you will find forgiveness 
and you will find compassion and you will find hope.  
 

Follow Him and you will be, as you already are, in the 
Kingdom. 

“Who will be Saved” Luke 13:22-30 
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DIRECT DEBIT GIVING: If you wish to make a donation to our parish, please scan 
the QR code and follow the prompts. Thank you for your support. 

Parish News and Announcements 

28th/29th June 

PARISH DATE CLAIMERS 

FATHERS DAY CEMETERY  WORKING BEE: Saturday, August 30th from 7.00am – 
9.00am You are welcome to join the group who will ensure that the cemetery is 
in fine shape for Fathers Day. Whipper-snippers/ mowers/rakes/wheelbarrows 
and the like will be useful. Thanks.  
 

ALPHA RETREAT: A retreat experience is a highlight of Alpha courses.  
All parishioners are invited to a Retreat/Reflection afternoon on 
Saturday 6th September at St James’s Church. You do not need to be a 
guest of the current Alpha course to join the Retreat. The afternoon 
begins with a welcome Sausage Sizzle at 12.00 noon and concludes at 
4.30pm. Afternoon tea is provided. 

The NET members will join and lead some afternoon sessions.  
 

Register your interest by phoning the parish office on 41516666.  

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING VIDEO : is now available for viewing by those parishioners who 
were unable to attend the  annual March training held in the Parish Office.  

You can access the training on-line  by clicking on the link below. 

https://rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-training-2025/ 

SPECIAL SCREENING OF SAFEGUARDING VIDEO: Will be shown in the Parish Office on 
Tuesday 9th September at either 10.30am or 5.30pm. The video runs for 1 hour. 

It can also be viewed any day (Mon-Fri) in the Parish Office between 9.00am-2.00pm. 
 

LADIES DINNER THANK YOU: The Passionist Family Group would like to thank all those 
involved in making the night a success.  The Brothers Club again provided us with the venue. 

We are very grateful, for their continued support of our parish events. 
 

JOHN MAIN CHRISTIAN MEDITATION ONLINE -BUNDABERG: Silent Prayer of the Heart. 

A Journey towards the gift of Contemplative Prayer. 

You are invited to participate in this silent form of prayer, Wednesdays at 7.00pm online at a 
zoom gathering. If you are interested, leave your email address with the Parish Office and a 
link will be forwarded to you. A Guide and Trial is available if you haven't prayed this way 
before. For more information contact the Parish Office. 

The order of the prayer gathering will be: 

3-5 minute (Welcome and relaxing preparation) Opening John Main prayer.  

20 minute (Meditation) 3-5 minute (Closing Prayer and conclusion). Everyone is welcome. 

mailto:Principal
mailto:stmarysbundaberg.qld.edu.au
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LITURGIES  
 

Monday 25 Aug 2025 
St Louis & St Joseph Calasanz 

 9.00am St Patrick ’s –  Mass  

 6.00pm  Holy Rosary 
Adoration and Penance  

 

Tuesday 26 Aug 2025 
8.30am St James’- Penance  

9.00am St James’ - Mass 

5.30pm St Patrick’s –Mass 

Wednesday  27  Aug  2025 
St Monica 

8.00am  Shalom  - Mass 

12.15pm Holy Rosary-Mass 
 

Thursday  28 Aug 2025 
St Augustine 

7.00am St Patrick’s - Mass 

10.00am Holy Rosary 

Anointing Mass 

Friday 29 August 2025 
The Passion of  

St John the Baptist 

11.00am Holy Rosary– Exposition 

11.30am Holy Rosary– Penance 

12.15pm Holy Rosary– Mass 
 

Saturday 30  August 2025 
7.30am St Patrick’s- Mass 

9.00am Holy Rosary– Penance 

6.00pm St Patrick’s –Mass 
 

Sunday 31 August 2025 
7.00am St James’ - Mass 

8.00am Holy Rosary-Mass 

9.00am St Patrick’s-Mass 

5.30pm Holy Rosary– Mass 
 

SCRIPTURES 

First Reading 

Ecclesiasticus  3: 17-20,28-29 

Second Reading 

Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24 

Gospel 

Luke 14: 1, 7-14 

Parish News and Announcements 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED  

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Gwenovlina Mapa (Philippines), Bob Newberry (Traralgon Vic)
Judith Conway (Sydney), Leslie Elsey, Marie Logan (Clifton), Janine Wylie, Lucille Gott, 
Barry Southeron. 
 

MASS OFFERED FOR ANNIVERSARIES: Lina Baggetto 30.09.2012, Kerry Maike 08.09.1995, 
Pietro Felesina 10.08.2022, Pietro Giuseppe “Peter” Felesina 1.09.2001, Damian Mullins 
1.09.2024, Fr Pat Mooney 10.08.2023, Kenneth Small 14.08.2021, Terence Cagney 
4.08.1990, Genoveffa Lituri 7.08.2023, Jovita Porciuncula Espiritu 15.08.2012, Stan Bryant 
19.07.2023, Marie Schmeider 5.07.2024. 
 

MASS OFFERED BY REQUEST: Szigmund, James & Kelly Families, Jem Ireland, Bill Ireland, 
Lily Ballinger, Hannah McCall Kemp, Robert Potter, Ron Cook, Ramon D Andres, Rosa A 
Andres, Joyce Galea, Terence James Cagney, Sheelah Margaret Cagney, Margaret Mary 
Cagney & Gloria Mary Collins, Br Ted Magee, John Boniface Edwards,  Joseph Galea,  
Giuseppe Matteo Marin , Lavene Bailey, Forte & Theresa Galea, Mick and Mary Galea 
deceased relatives of the Galea & Zahra Families. Kevin and Doris Whalley. 

PRAY FOR  

RECENTLY BAPTISED:  

Emalyn Elsie Jones 

Edward Wayne Jones 

Maxwell Henry Jones 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS WELCOME: If you are new to our parish we would love to say  

welcome. A gathering will be held in the Parish Office this Thursday 28th August  from 
5.30pm-6.30pm. Light refreshments will be served. This will be an opportunity to meet 
the Priests, members of our Stewardship and Finance Council and Parish staff. Please 
contact the Parish Office (41516666) by Monday 25th August. 

 

 

ANOINTING MASS: The monthly anointing mass will be 
held on Thursday 28th August in Holy Rosary Church at 
10.00am. Morning Tea will be served afterwards in 
Novakoski Centre. Everyone is welcome. 

 

REMINDER: St Vincent de Paul – Leaving Collection will be held next 
weekend 30th/31st August at all Masses. Please come prepared. Collectors 
will be at the doors of the churches as you leave. Your generosity is 
always greatly appreciated. 



The Catholic Diocese of 
Rockhampton  

 

abides by the principles of the 
National Catholic Safeguarding 
Standards (2022), and is committed 
to safeguarding, with a specific focus 
on protecting children and 
vulnerable adults. For further 
information or support please 
contact the Diocesan Professional 
Standards and Safeguarding Office: 
 

Response Line: 1800 830 113 
(free call) 

Email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net. 
  

Diocesan website for more 
information: 

https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-
diocese/safeguarding/  

 

To view the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Children and Adults at Risk 
commitment statement and policy: 
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding

-policies.html  
 
 

OTHER CONTACTS  
Graham White: 4887 3080  

 
Diocesan Safeguarding  

 

Catholic Care:  1300 523 985  

St Vincent de Paul:  4339 3700 

Ozcare:  1800 692 273 

Mater Hospital: 4153 9539 

Towards Healing: 1800 337 928 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFTER HOURS  
 

Anointing of the Sick   

for Medical Emergencies 

Phone 4151 6666  

& follow the prompts 

 

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH 
OPEN HOURS  

Holy Rosary Church will be open 
weekdays from 9.00am – 3.00pm.  

On weekends and Public Holidays, it 
will be open a short time before and 

closed soon after any liturgies or 
rituals in the Church. 

 PRAYER GROUPS  

CHRISTIAN UNITY  

PRAYER GROUP:  

Will gather for Prayer and 
fellowship  

on Tuesday, August 26th 

at the Holy Rosary,  

Catholic Church  

commencing at 10.00am.  

All are welcome.  
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