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We acknowledge the First Nations owners of the 
lands we meet on today, and pay respect to 
their Elders, lores, customs and creation spirits. 

We extend our acknowledgement to First 
Nations people who join us today. 

Acknowledgement of 

Traditional Owners



How will this session help you?

We will give you more info about…

• Your career & pathway choices

• Tips for making your own career plan A, B & C

• Personal stories from people like you

• Financial and other support available to you



A few words 
from a Careers 

Educator



YourCareer.gov.au

Resources

Has everyone got a Booklet?
YOUR CAREER – What’s Next for you

• Check out the Table of Contents on page 1 
and Intro on page 2

• We will refer to this guide throughout the 
session

• Other flyers available after the session



> Work
> TAFE
> Gap year
> Apprenticeship
> Traineeship
> Uni
> ADF
> Not sure?

Got a plan for after year 12? I think I want to do 
an electrical 

apprenticeship

I really want to 
study and get a 

qualification. 



Shalom COLLEGE– Next Step 2020 

https://bundabergnorthshs.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/next-step-summary-report.pdf


What does the future hold?

• Health care and social assistance

• Professional, scientific and technical 

• Education and training

• Construction

Top 4 growth industries over the next 5 years 

More info
Turn to page 6 for more ideas for careers in different 
industries



Why bother with more study?

Study what you love

Get a job you love doing

Give yourself options 
and the opportunity to 
earn more



Projected job growth to 2024  (‘000) 

for skill levels by occupation



Want to earn more? Need to learn more
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Comparing qualifications

Duration
Approx. cost Weekly pay

Joboutlook.gov.au 

Certificate III in 
Health Services

Diploma of Nursing

Bachelor of Nursing



Getting a job

1. Choose your job search strategy

2. Nail your resume

3. Prepare for the interview

4. Let your employability skills shine

5. Market yourself online

More info
• Turn to page 8 for tips on identifying your skills and utilise

the online skills match tool
• Turn to page 13 for more Top Tips and check out the Get Job 

Ready page on yourcareer.gov.au



Students support 

themselves in a 

variety of ways

• Centrelink

• Scholarships

• Family support

• Working (part-time or casual)

More info 
• See page 11 for information on financial assistance
• See page 18 for Rural, Regional & Remote Support
• See page 19 for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Support
• Visit servicesaustralia.gov.au/paymentfinder



New student contribution bands and ranges in 2021 (based on full time 
load)

Cost  per 
year

Band 4: Law, accounting, administration, economics, commerce, 
communications, society and culture

$0 -
$14,500

Band 3: Dentistry, medicine, veterinary science
$0 -
$11,300

Band 2: Other health, allied health, built environment, computing, 
engineering, surveying, science, environmental studies, pathology, visual and 
performing arts, professional pathway psychology, professional pathway social 
work

$0 –
$7,950

Band 1: Agriculture, English, mathematics, education, clinical psychology, 
Indigenous and foreign languages, nursing, statistics

$0 –
$3,950

How much does uni cost?



How the government helps

Commonwealth supported places
This means the government pays for some 
of your fees.

•HECS-HELP •VET student loan

Loan schemes

Some NZ citizens are eligible too
Check out studyassist.gov.au for more info 
(search ‘New Zealand’)



UNI LIFE

• Most of my classes are 
online 

• Timetable is flexible 

• Come into Uni to study and 
meet friends



MOVING AWAY FROM HOME



1. Living at 

Home

PROS CONS

• Cheap! No rent
• Parental support 

(cooking)
• Comfort zone

• Potential travel time 
• Less freedom 

*Youth Allowance: Single, no children, Living at 

Home = $303.20/fortnightly



2. Share 

Housing

PROS CONS

• Meeting new 
people

• Completely 
independent

• Close to uni
• Choose where 

you live (closer 
to the city)

• Split costs e.g. 
rent and bills 

• Not liking your 
roommates 

• EVERYTHING is 
shared!

• Completely 
independent

• Different 
standards of 
cleanliness

• Transitioning 
from home

• Lack of privacy

* Youth Allowance – Single, no children, Living Away = $512.50/fortnightly 



3. Student 

Accommodation

PROS CONS

• Living with other 
uni students 

• Sense of a 
community 

• Possible events 
• Some places 

provide meals 

• Living in 
proximity to a lot 
of people 

• Can be expensive 
• Very little privacy 



4. Living with a 

Partner, 

Friends, 

Siblings or on 

your own

PROS CONS

• Total privacy
• Control of the 

house/apartment
• Close to uni & city
• Splitting the costs

• Can be expensive 
• If something goes 

wrong, you might 
not be able to pay 
for it 

• Location
• Paying all the bills 

e.g. rent, Wi-Fi and 
groceries



Comparing qualifications

Duration
Approx. cost Weekly pay

Joboutlook.gov.au 

Certificate III in 
Health Services

Diploma of Nursing

Bachelor of Nursing



Course title Institution & campus
Median Rank excl 

adjustment factors

Bachelor of Nursing CQU – Rockhampton or online 66

Bachelor of Nursing QUT - Kelvin Grove campus 84

Bachelor of Nursing JCU – Various locations 72

Bachelor of Nursing USC – Sunshine Coast 68

Diploma of Nursing  Multiple options including CQU
Completion of year 12.  

See entry requirements

Know how to compare your options

Want to study nursing in Queensland? 



You don’t need an atar 

to go to EVERY uni

Diploma =
rank 82 to 87 

Tertiary Preparation 
Program = 

rank  65 to 91

Certificate IV = rank 74 
Certificate III  = rank 68

More info    
• Turn to page 5 for education and training options 
• Visit myskills.gov.au and courseseeker.edu.au 



• Some Science, Maths or Engineering degrees

• Education degrees – Early Childhood, Primary & Secondary

• Some Health degrees such as Medicine, Medical Imaging, 
Vision Science, Exercise, Nutrition 

• Veterinary Science and Marine Biology

Some universities require ATARs  & 

prerequisite subjects 

More info    
• Visit qtac.edu.au/course-search/  & courseseeker.edu.au 



In 2018, over 97% of SHSS students who applied to QTAC got an offer to uni or TAFE

Your QTAC application

Create your online QTAC & ATAR account from 
3rd August 

Research – preferences, EAS etc

Apply – use three free preference changes wisely.             
Pre-paid QTAC vouchers are available 

In 2019, 88% of Bundaberg North SHS students who applied to QTAC got an offer to uni or 

TAFE



Experienced difficult circumstances?

The Educational Access Scheme (EAS) offers rank adjustments for 
students whose study has been negatively impacted. 

There are 5 categories:
• Financial hardship (may also receive 

a scholarship)
• Home environment and 

responsibilities
• English language difficulty
• Personal illness and disability
• Educational disruption

More info about EAS

https://www.youtube.com/embed/qlIsb_9scBs
https://youtu.be/PHIoRvy4tD8


QTAC Checklist

• Personal email address and password to set-up QTAC account

• LUI number & USI number 

• Research and list your preferences wisely

• Apply for EAS  & scholarships

• Include the details of a parent/carer in your application

• Check documentation needed and submit

• Check your QTAC account regularly for updates



{"A?":"B","a":5,"b":1584332573618,"c":"DADfo5-
WGQQ","d":"B","A":[{"A?":"L","A":52,"B":349.38461538461524,"D":284,"C":976,"a":{"a":{"A":{"B":{"A":{"A":"MADfo749

SiM","B":1},"B":{"A":-
30.00000000000003,"D":284,"C":378.6666666666667}}}},"b":{"A":{"B":{"A":{"A":"MADfo6DC3Nc","B":1},"B":{"B":-

84.52265643492419,"D":424.88888888888886,"C":318.66666666666663}}}},"c":{"A":{"B":{"A":{"A":"MADfo90Wo2Y","B
":1},"B":{"B":-

17.333333333333314,"D":318.66666666666663,"C":318.66666666666663}}}}},"b":{"A":[{"A":["a"]},{"A":["b"]},{"A":["c"]}
],"B":["1fr"],"C":["1fr","1fr","1fr"],"D":10,"E":10}}],"B":1920,"C":1080}

You need to respond to QTAC within FOUR DAYS.

1. Outright response – (accept, reject or defer)

2. Conditional response – (accept or defer)
But still be considered for another course

3.  Reactivate lapsed offer

Got an offer? 



YourCareer.gov.au

Need help making a plan?

School Guidance Officer

Family/ supporters

The School Leavers Information Service provides 
online resources and free career guidance

The Service is available by:
• calling 1800 CAREER (1800 227 337) 
• texting SLIS2020 to 0429 009 435
• emailing schoolleavers.nci@dese.gov.au
• or visiting YourCareer.gov.au 

mailto:schoolleavers.nci@dese.gov.au


Stay in touch to win an Iphone 12 pro


